ESSAYS ON THE GITA

finite. The conscious embodied soul2 is the spark o
the divine Fire and that soul in man opens out to sell
knowledge as it develops out of ignorance of self int<
^elf-being. The Divine also, pouring itself into th<
forms of the cosmic existence, is revealed ordinarily ii
an efflorescence of its powers, in energies and magni
tudes of its knowledge, love, joy, developed force o
being,3 in degrees and faces of its divinity. But wliei
the divine Consciousness and Power, taking upon itsel
the human form and the human mode of action
possesses it not only by powers and magnitudes, b
degrees and outward faces of itself but out of its eterna
self-knowledge, when the Unborn knows itself and act
in the frame of the mental being and the appearanc
of birth, that is the height of the conditioned man]
testation; it is the full and conscious descent of th
Godhead, it is the Avatar.

The Vaishnava form of Vedantism which has lai<
most stress upon this conception expresses the relatio
of God in man to man in God by the double figure c
Nara-Narayana, associated historically with the origi
of a religious school very similar in its doctrines to th
teaching of the Git a. Nara is the human soul whict
eternal companion of the Divine, finds itself onl
when it awakens to that companionship and begins, a
the Gita would say, to live in God. Narayana is th
divine Soul always present in our humanity, the secre
guide, friend and helper of the human being, the "Lor
who abides within the heart of creatures" of the Gita

2 dehl.                           3 vibhuti.
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